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FOREWORD 
By William B. Aspinwall 


calls for a renewed emphasis 
upon vital relations in all our 
muy teaching. As never before in 
es eee ; 

Sand history we recognize the ne- 
- cessity of making our instruc- 
tion so real and significant that it will trans- 
form our pupils into useful and intelligent 
citizens. Our country demands of the schools 
and the teachers that they make good their 
claims to public confidence by sending out 
their pupils trained and equipped to meet the 
problems of life and to solve them for the 
welfare of the community and nation. Not 
only must the present man-power of the 
country be fitted in physical development and 
by efficient military training to overcome the 
onslaught of a mighty enemy, but even more 
truly must the future citizenship be rendered 
capable of understanding the ideals, the ob- 
ligations, and the privileges of this great 
democratic people, and be firmly grounded 
in the fundamental principles of righteous- 
ness, which alone are the guarantee of na- 
tional existence and international peace. 


Every school, every teacher, and every sub- 
ject taught must be more and more perme- 
ated with this high spirit, and vitalized with 
the aim of intelligent and unselfish service, 
through cooperation in the affairs and needs 
of life. 

An example of the application of this en- 
riched conception of our instruction is here 
given in the teaching of history. For the 
assistance of students about to become teach- 
ers, these aims in teaching history have been 
prepared, with the hope and expectation that 
they will be effective guides for the inspira- 
tion and stimulation of their efforts, as they 
lead the pupils in the public schools to know 
and to realize the meaning of good citizen- 
ship. So appropriate are they to the needs 
of the present critical times, and so valuable 
to enlist the pupils’ enthusiasm, as well as 
to give them a vision of their own usefulness 
and opportunities in the service of their coun- 
try, that I have asked permission to present 
them to the reading public, and it has been 
granted by our teacher of history, who formu- 
lated them and is himself using them in our 
school as the basis for training the future 
teachers of history and good citizenship. I 
believe that they strike the true note of effec- 
tive and vital teaching, and that if cordially 
applied to the instruction of our public school 
pupils they cannot fail to be instrumental in 
molding the type of citizenship which our 
nation is to-day striving to realize. 

The sympathetic teacher, therefore, recog- 
nizing her social, even national importance, 
and desiring to serve her country by help- 


ing to establish Democracy in the world, will 
see here strikingly simple, definite, and sound 
aims, principles, and methods of doing it 
successfully. 


A TEACHER’S AIMS IN HISTORY 
TEACHING 


(Larger aims developed into smaller ones.) 
By Horace G. Brown 


BIG AIM I: TO BE A TEACHER WHO 
LOVES HER COUNTRY AND KNOWS 
ITS STORY AND HOW TO MAKE ITS 
MEANING USEFUL TO CHILDREN 
TO LIVE BY 


Subaims: | 

1. To know American ideals (such as civil 
and religious liberty, equal opportunity, pub- 
lic education, government by, from, for the 
people). 

2. To know American origins (in Europe 
and America). 

8. To know the changes that have come 
about (in the home, industries, institutions, 
growth in land, wealth, population, ete.) 
which influence life to-day. 

4. To know the ‘‘turning points’’ and 
‘arises’? — times and events when great 
changes came for better or worse. 

5. To know the history by ‘‘periods’’ con- 
venient for study; and their names and 
duration. 

6. To know what ‘has greatly helped the 
American people toward right and better liv- 


ing. 


7. To know those events which teach us 
what not to do again. 

8. To know the ideals in history that illus- 
trate better American citizenship, such as 
fair play, opportunity, education, self-gov- 
ernment, etc. 

9. To know that better citizenship is being 
more useful to others and with others (coop- 
eration). 

10. To know that our country is ours and 
we are its children and must work for it, to 
preserve and improve it. 


BIG AIM II; TO BE A TEACHER WHO 
WILL STRIVE TO LOVE AND TO KNOW 
CHILDHOOD AND TO AID ITS GROWTH 
IN MANY WAYS, ESPECIALLY BY 
WHAT SHE TEACHES AS HISTORY 
AND CIVICS AND CURRENT EVENTS 


Sub aims: 

1. To treat a child as having a human 
(social) environment, acting in it, reacting 
to it, and growing because of it—better or 
worse. 

2. To treat a child as having in himself 
abilities, traits, ideals to be aided to grow 
and put to use for others; also having need 
of additional ideals, 

8. To remember how children grow out of 
school and, therefore, to have the history 
seen, felt, thought, talked, played with, 
worked out, as things in everyday life are. 

4, To know that play should be natural, 
spontaneous, but also sometimes directed by 
others; largely imitative of life the children 


tinted 


know: that play is usuaily happy; that play 
involves the imagination, feelings, thought, 
actions, pleasure, and the expression of them; 
that history-play, therefore, uses acting, im- 
personating, making pictures on paper or on 
the sand-table, and is happy. 

5. To know that the things played should 
be those already touched by the child’s ex- 
perience, such as the house, the food, fuel, 
clothing, father’s and mother’s aid, neigh- 
bors helping one another; also the simple 
occupations that give us the essentials of our 
living; the farmer (food producer), the 
weaver (cloth producer), the sailor (the food 
bringer), the soldier (the home protector), 
the inventor (the one who increases our sup- 
ply); later, those who have greatly helped 
America in distinctive ways. 


BIG AIM III: TO BE A TEACHER WHO 
WILL PLANT AND CARE FOR IDEALS 
IN THE GROWING CHILD, AT THE 
OPPORTUNE TIME AND FOR THE 
RIGHT PURPOSE 


Sub aims: 

1. To know well the ideals of a useful life. 

2. To know well the ideals of a useful 
American community. 

8. To know the way of preserving and ad- 
vancing a useful life. 

4. To know ways of preserving and ad- 
vancing a useful community. 

5. To know history-information to illus- 
trate these four (1-4). 

6. To know how to train a child to have 


self-respect, ambition, will to decide, 
strength to do, desire to cooperate. 

7. To know wise, guiding principles for 
good habits and useful conduct. 

8. To have skill to establish these in the 
lives of children. 


BIG AIM IV: TO BE A TEACHER WHO 
IS WISE IN CHOOSING SUITABLE 
HISTORY AND IN DETERMINING 
THE PURPOSE OF IT 


Sub aims: 

1. To know that the children’s experience 
is the beginning—the foundation of teaching. 
To their experience is added the experience 
of others whom they know. To both is added 
the experience of others whom they do not 
know. 

2. To know that the history material must 
be alive, like experience, and be connected 
with the life of the child (connecting the past 
to the present). It must not be in dead frag- 
ments (facts—dates). 

8. To know that history-information must 
seem to be in wholes—like a picture or a 
story. 

4. To know that pictures and stories com- 
bine to make bigger pictures and stories. 

5. To know that pictures and stories have 
details and meanings to be seen, thought 
over, talked about, understood; problems to 
be asked about; things to be compared; re- 
sults to measure. 

6. To know that home life, the life of he- 
roic and useful persons, the life of adven- 


ture, invention, sacrifice, are helpful and 
interesting to children. 

7. To know that the purpose is to show 
the child how useful and important things 
have come, through many changes, by ad- 
mirable efforts of men and women. 

8. To show that we must think and work, 
to preserve, improve, and add to what we 
have. 


BIG AIM V: TO BE A TEACHER WHO 
USES COMMON SENSE AND SKILL 
IN CHOOSING AND USING HER METH- 
ODS AND DEVICES AND PRINCIPLES 


Sub aims : 

1. To know that methods are guided by 
principles. 

2. To know that methods vary as the aims, 
and as children do. 

8. To know that a first aim of methods is 
to arouse interest and desire to know more. 

4. To know that a second aim is to satisfy 
that desire (by pictures, objects, current 
events, stories, readings, etc., all used with 
skill). 

5. To know that a story or information 
asked for is far more productive than one 
forced on the child. 

6. To know that a story well told is bet- 
ter than one read, for younger children; one 
read well, explained well, better than one 
poorly told, for older children. 

7. To know that a story-picture should be 
expressed by children (not heard merely) as 
in talking, writing, drawing, acting, sing- 


ing, making, etc. ; that child acting and sand- 
table scenes are especially valuable for see- 
ing things in proportion and relation. 

8. To know that history is not an ‘‘infor- 
mation subject’’ merely, but something to 
live over—that is, see over, think over, feel 
over, talk over, do over, and apply to daily 
living. 

9. To know that Americans-need to know 
how to use information to produce better 
citizenship, rather than to possess more in- 
formation. 

10. To know therefore, that, her methods 
should be shaped so as to result in a better 
citizen, who can use himself more effectively 
for a better community and nation. 

11. To know that her better citizen must 
see into things more; think over and ahead 
of what he sees, hears, reads, and thus de- 
cide on action; that her children must be 
persistently trained in these things until 
habits are formed. 

12. To know that skilled exercises in 
clear, alert seeing; inquiring; reading; 
honest, balanced thinking; reasonble deci- 
sion; resolute action are priceless in Ameri- 
can education. 

13. To know that these exercises should 
be based on events in history that explain or 
put value on things that are necessary and 
vital to life here and now. 

14. To know that the adaptation of these 
topics and exercises to the different grades 
in school is outlined in the Course of Study. 


